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Passport to Nebraska Weekend  

Historical Record of Awards 
 

DIPLOMAT OF THE YEAR RECIPIENTS 
2015 – Edy Patterson, North Platte 

2014 – Wayne McKinney, Kearney 

2013 – Jeff Scherer, Wisner 

2012 – Terry McMullen, Omaha 

2011 – Larry Johnson, Lincoln 

2010 – Roger Wehrbein, Plattsmouth 

2009 – Tim White, Grand Island 

2008 – Joe Ferguson, Norfolk 

2007 – Jack Schreiner, Hastings 

2006 – Lloyd Castner, Columbus 

2005—Mick Jensen, Blair 

2004—Roger Christianson, Omaha 

2003—Don Heimes, Columbus 

2002—Mick Mines, Blair 

2001—Allen Fredrickson, Omaha 

2000—Mary Simmons, Lincoln 

1999—Rick Kolkman, North Platte 

1998—Mathew “Bud” Fleischer, Columbus 

1997—Bruce Wood, Scottsbluff 

1996—Mike Baldino, Fremont 

1995—Don Anderson, Grand Island 

1994—Gerald L. “Jerry” Tickle, Cozad 

1993—Edward C. Nafus, London, England 

1992—Homer Ward, Fairbury 

1991—Bill Beavers, Omaha 

1990—Dennis Devine, Geneva 

1989—Don Hinds, Fremont 

1988—Joseph R. Crimmins, Lincoln 

1987—Gary Warren, Aurora 

1986—Ken Wortman, Aurora 

1985—Alan Friesen, Lincoln 

1984—Ed Loutzenheiser, Jr., Hastings 

1983—Ivan Paulsen, Cozad 

1982—Herbert Davis, Jr., Omaha 

1981—Earl Luff, Lincoln 

1980—Max Kiburz, Columbus 

1979—Norton Warner, Lincoln 

1978—Burnham Yates, Lincoln 

1977—Robert Lueder, Omaha 

1976—Glenn Bonacker, Lincoln 

1975—George Newton, Fairbury 

1974—Paul Amen, Lincoln 

1973—Virgil Eihusen, Grand Island

 

 

AMBASSADOR PLENIPOTENTIARY RECIPIENTS 
2015 – Joe Ferguson, Norfolk 

2014 – Governor Dave Heineman 

2012 – Pete Kotsiopulos, Kearney 

2010 – Mike Baldino, Omaha 

2009 – Barry Kennedy, Lincoln 

2007 – Senator Mick Mines, Blair 

2005—Kay Orr, Lincoln 

2004—Don Overman, Scottsbluff 

2003—Gary Warren, Aurora 

2002—Don Anderson, Grand Island 

2001—Allen Beerman, Lincoln 

2000—Doug Bereuter, U.S. Congressman,  

1999—Mike Johanns, Governor, Lincoln 

1998—Tom Osborne, Lincoln 

1997—Walter Scott, Jr., Omaha 

1996—A.F. “Tony” Raimondo, Columbus 

1995—Virgil R. Eihusen, Grand Island 

1994—Duane W. Acklie, Lincoln 

1993—Martin Massengale, Lincoln 

        —Maxine B. Moul, Lincoln 

1992—Bill Beavers, Lincoln 

1991—E. Benjamin Nelson, Lincoln 

        —Ken Wortman, Aurora 

1990—Virginia Smith, Chappell 

1989—Clayton Yeutter, Washington, D.C. 

1988—Carl Spelts, Kearney 

1987—James E. George, Sandy, Utah 

        —Max E. Kuburz, Columbus 

        —Kay A. Orr, Lincoln 

1986—Lewis W. Lehr, St. Paul, Minnesota 

Prior:    Paul J. Amen, Lincoln 

 Irwin Chesen, Lincoln 

 Carl T. Curtis, Lincoln 

 J. James Exon, Washington, D.C. 

 Clifford M. Hardin, St. Louis, Missouri 

 Robert Kerrey, Washington, D.C. 

 Edwin J. Loutzenheiser, Jr., Hastings 

 Frank Mueller, Falls Church, Virginia 

 David Murdock, Los Angeles, CA 

 David Osterhout, Crete 

 James A. Owen, Fremont 

 Charles Thone, Lincoln 

 Norbert T. Tiemann, Dallas, Texas 

 D.B. Varner, Lincoln 
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COMMUNITY OF THE YEAR RECIPIENTS: 
2015 – Lexington  

2014 – Norfolk  

2013 – Blair & Kearney 

2012 – Broken Bow &  

Wisner  

2011 – Plattsmouth 

2010 – Lincoln & 

          South Sioux City  

2009 – Falls City & LaVista 

2008 – Albion & Gr. Island 

2007 – Fremont  

2006 – Columbus & Ord 

2005—Knox County &  

Hastings 

2004—Central City & 

         Ainsworth 

2003—Omaha & Aurora 

2002—Beatrice,  

         Bloomfield & 

         North Platte 

2001—McCook & 

         West Point 

2000 – Scottsbluff/Gering 

1999—Kearney 

1998—Blair 

1997—Grand Island 

1996—Oshkosh 

1995—Sidney 

1994—York 

1993—Nebraska City 

1992—Bloomfield, Cook & 

        Superior 

1991—DeWitt, Gothenburg  

& Omaha 

1990—Lincoln 

1989—Lexington 

1988—Beatrice & 

         Scottsbluff/Gering 

1987—Norfolk & Seward 

1986—Columbus & Wayne 
 
 

INDUSTRY OF THE YEAR RECIPIENTS:
2015 – Graepel North America Inc., Omaha 

         – Nucor, Norfolk 

2014 – Hexagon, Lincoln 

         – NebraskaLand National Bank, North Platte 

         – WASP, Inc., Falls City 

2013 – ADM Corn Processing, Columbus 

2012 – MWI Direct, Lincoln 

         – Omaha World Herald, Omaha 

2011 – Reinke Irrigation, Deshler 

2010 – Adams Industries, Sidney 

         – Cash-Wa Distributing, Kearney  

2009 – BNSF Railway, Lincoln & North Platte 

         – Duo Lift, Columbus 

2008 – Beef Products Inc., South Sioux City 

         – Smeal Fire Apparatus, Snyder 

2007 – Hornady Manufacturing, Grand Island 

         – The Buckle, Kearney 

2006 – Duncan Aviation, Lincon 

         – Valmont Industries, Inc., Omaha 

2005—Kawasaki Motors, Lincoln 

        —Technologent, Ainsworth 

2004—Henningson Foods, Omaha 

        —Mutual of Omaha, Omaha 

2003—Farmers Premium Produce, Gothenburg 

        —Ameritas Life Insurance Co., Lincoln 

2002—PayPal, Omaha 

        —Behlen Mfg., Columbus 

2001—Union Pacific, Omaha 

        —Prophet Systems, Ogallala 

2000—Cargill, Blair 

        —Becton-Dickenson, Columbus 

1999—MFS/York/Stormer, Grand Island 

1998—New Holland, Inc., Grand Island 

1997—George Risk Industries, Inc., Kimball 

1996—Encore Manufacturing, Beatrice 

        —HunTel, Blair 

1995—Centurion International, Inc., Lincoln 

1994—Burlington Northern Railroad, Ft. Worth 

        —Kelly Industries, Inc., Fremont 

1993—Bonnavilla Homes, Aurora 

        —Cargill, Inc., Minneapolis, MN 

1992—Fleischer Manufacturing, Columbus 

        —Wimmer’s Meat Products, West Point 

1991—Auburn Consolidated Industries, Auburn 

        —Hamilton Telephone Company, Aurora 

1990—SRI/Gallup Organization, Lincoln 

        —Valley Vending Service, Cozad 

1989—American Tool Company 

        —David City Manufacturing, David City 

1988—Con Agra, Inc., Omaha 

        —Delicious Foods Company, Grand Island 

1987—Chief Industries, Grand Island 

        —The Harris Technology Group, Lincoln 

1986—Cabela’s, Inc., Sidney, Kearney 

        —Dutton-Lainson, Hastings 

1985—Evans Bakery, Cozad 

        —Lozier Corporation, Omaha 

1984—Goodyear Tire & Rubber, Norfolk, Lincoln 

        —Harold Warp’s Pioneer Village, Minden 

1983—ConAgra, Inc., Omaha 

1982—Becton-Dickinson & Co. 

1981—Iowa Beef Processors, Dakota City 

  

POWER-IN-THE-PARTNERSHIP SPECIAL AWARD RECIPIENTS:
2015 – Metro Community College, Omaha 

2014 – Nebraska Trucking Assn., Lincoln 

2013 – ConAgra, Omaha 

2012 – Black Hills Energy, Lincoln 

2011 – Gallup Inc., Omaha 

         – Midland University, Fremont 

2010 – The Peter Kiewit Institute, Omaha 

2009 – University of Nebraska 

2008 – Greater Omaha Econ. Dev. Partners 

2007 – Metropolitan Entertainment (Qwest Center) 

2006 – Nebraska Community Colleges 

2005—Henry Doorly Zoo, Omaha 

2004—Nebraskaland Days, North Platte 

 —OPPD, Omaha 

2003—Ponca State Park 

2002—College World Series, Omaha 

        —Husker Harvest Days, Grand Island 

2001—NE Industrial Competitiveness Alliance  

        —Donna Rasmussen, Aurora 

1999—Nebraska Public Power District 

1998—Nebraska Dept. of Agriculture, Lincoln 


